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Ovid | ava is Hot! 
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Oo, It’s nota new menu 

choice at Higher Grounds. Itisa 
new access option for the Health 
Sciences Library’s Ovid databases such as 
MEDLINE, CINAHL, or Current Contents. 
The Ovid Java client has the look and feel of 
the Windows client, the popular interface 
among Windows users, yet can be accessed 
through the Web. By combining the best of 
the Web and the best of the client/ server 
application model, Ovid Java provides sever- 
al advantages including a graphical user 
interface, ease of use, and speed. It is also 
faster than both the Web Gateway and the 
Windows client. As a multi-threaded applet 
or application, Ovid Java can do more than 
one operation at a time, performing one 
function in the background while the user 
reads or navigates documents. Equally 
important, the new interface requires no 
local installation or set-up process on the 
user’s workstation. A Web browser, such as 
Netscape Communicator or Internet 
Explorer, is the only software program that 
you need to access Ovid databases using 
this interface (see below for specific system 
requirements). 
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> Evidence based medicine database p.4 


b> Meetus at the Library Fair 


p.4 


> Good news for Macintosh users —_p.7 


System requirements 

M 486 or higher; Pentium class PC 
recommended (Note: Some 486 class PC 
users may experience difficulties 
connecting to the system depending on 
their available hard disk space and/ or 
RAM) 

Mm The Windows 95 and Windows NT 
versions of Netscape 3. 0 or higher 
(Except Netscape Communicator 4.02 
and 4.03) 

@ Internet Explorer 3.0 or higher 

M Windows 95, NT, (Macintosh OS support 
IS pending) 
























Log-in procedure 
Access to databases through the Java client 
IS Strictly limited to University of Virginia fac- 
ulty, staff and students. Set your browser to 
the Ovid Java log-in URL: http:/ / www. 
ovid.med.virginia.edu/ ovidjava/ 
ovidjava.html. There is also a link to the 
Java log-in screen from the Library’s home 
page: http:// www.med.virginia.edu/ 
hs-library. You will be asked to type your 


Continued on page 2 
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last name and social security number as the 
user ID and password. This information will 
be checked against UVa’s “who Is” database 
for eligibility. 


New features 

The Ovid Java interface integrates many 
new features not found in other search 
interfaces. Ovid Java introduces “lateral 
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searching,” which allows users to highlight a 
term in any field and execute a search on 
that term. An additional feature allows 
users to increase or decrease the font size 
while displaying citations. Viewing your 
search history is a click away with Ovid 
Java’s new drop-down menu. The drop- 
down menu is available from the document 
display and the downloading screens. 


Printing 

To print your citations, click on the button 
Display to Print to display your citations in 
“printable” format. This step will launch a 
new browser window. Use Alt +Tab to 
Switch to the window displaying the cita- 
tions. The “print” button in the browser can 


Beginning with this issue, Inside 
Information will be published quarterly 
instead of monthly. For up-to-date infor- 


mation on our classes, please consult the 
Health Sciences Library website URL: 
http:/ / www.med.virginia/ hs-library. 





be used to print the citations that are dis- 
played in the new browser window. 


Saving (Downloading) or e-mailing 
In addition to preset citation styles, such as 
citations only, citations +abstracts, and 
complete record, there is a new option for 
the user to select which fields to include in 
the search results. To save or e-mail cita- 
tions, click on the button Save Documents 
or Email. To import saved citations into ref- 
erence management programs such as 
Reference Manager or EndNote, save the 
citations in Reprint (Medlars) format. 


Saving search history 

To save the search history, click on the but- 
ton Save History. You can save a history 
temporarily, permanently, or as an AutoAlert 
(SDI). Temporary searches are saved for 24 
hours. Permanent searches and AutoAlerts 
are saved until they are manually deleted. 
When saved as AutoAlerts the newly added 
documents meeting your search criteria will 
be e-mailed to you whenever the database 
that you have chosen is updated. 


In a development note 

There are some features that are not yet 

available, but will be implemented as Ovid 

releases updates in the future. 

@ No document-ordering feature from 
MEDLINE citations as in the Web Gateway 
interface. 

M No ability to re-execute previous search 
strategy in the new database when 
changing databases. 

mM Search terms are not highlighted. 

@ No “browse contents” button in the 
full-text (Core Biomedical Collection) 
database. 


For more information or a departmental 

demonstration of the program, contact the 
Health Sciences Library Reference Desk at 
924-5591 or e-mail hslref@virginia.edu. 


The Many Flavors of MEDLINE 
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y adding the Java client, there are four different access options for the Health 
Sciences Library’ OVID databases. Each interface has its own merits. The following 
chart summarizes their advantages, disadvantages and any other useful information, 


so that you can make a right choice according to your computing environment. 





Client Name 


Minimum system 
requirements 


Platforms 


Advantages 


Disadvantages 





Telnet 


Any computer or terminal 
with telnet capability 


Unix; Macintosh; DOS, 
Windows 3.x, 95, NT 


@ Accommodates all platforms 
including Macintosh 


@ Printing problems 
may occur 

@ Mouse doesn’t work 

@ No document delivery 
function in MEDLINE 

@ No AutoSDI 

@ No graphics or tables 
displayed with full-text 
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Windows 


386 with 4MB RAM and 
12 MB hard disk space 


Windows 3.x, 95, NT 


M@ User friendly interface 
@ Familiar Windows pull-down 
menus 


@ Requires local installation 
with 12MB free disk space 

m@ The setup file needs to be 
re-run whenever new 
database Is added or to 
Upgrade to newer version 

@ Only for Windows users 

@ No document delivery 
function in MEDLINE 

@ No AutoSDI 





486 with 8MB RAM 
and any Web browser 


Windows 3.x, 95, NT; 
Unix; Macintosh 


@ Not platform specific 

@ No local installation required 

@ AutoSDI 

@ Document delivery function 
in MEDLINE 

@ Browse Contents button of 
journal issues in the full-text 
database 


mg Slow 
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Pentium with 16MB RAM and 
Netscape 3.0+or IE 3.0+ 

(486 may work depending 

its RAM and hard disk space) 


Windows 95, NT; Java capable Unix 


Fast 

@ No local installation required 

@ AutoSDI 

@ Lateral search - any terms can 
be picked and searched again 

@ Display font size can be modified 


@ Requires high-end system 

@ No document delivery function 
in MEDLINE at this time 

@ Search terms not highlighted 
in citation display (will be 
available next release) 





Evidence Based Medical Reviews 


(EBMR) Database 
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his month, we are happy to offer 

users an exciting new database from 

Ovid: Evidence Based Medical 
Reviews (EBMR). “Ovid's EBMR Is unique 
because It brings together the two premier 
evidence-based medicine sources and links 
these sources to the underlying full text liter- 
ature,” says Bill Detmer, MD, Ovid’s vice 
president of Clinical Information Products 
and clinical assistant professor at UVA 
“We expect EBMR to be valuable for many 
individuals - physicians, nurses, researchers, 
policy makers, and students. It has the 
potential to really help users find and use 
the best evidence at the point of care.” 

So what exactly is evidence-based medi- 

cine (EBM), and how does this concept 
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October 12, 1998 
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 


October is National Medical Library Month. What better way 
to celebrate this event than by having a Library Fair to show- 
case some of the new and exciting resources that are available in the Library. One such 
resource is the new Ovid] ava client for searching MEDLINE and other databases. The J ava 
client will provide searchers with enhanced search capabilities and faster search times. 
Consult the full-length article about Ovid J ava on page 1 to learn more. Another “attraction” 
will be the Electronic Reference Desk, which is a demonstration and collection of useful 
electronic services now available to users, including electronic journals, pertinent health 
care websites, and the various electronic-based services offered by the Health Sciences 
Library. 


The Library Fair will be held on the main floor of the Library. Library staff will be available to 
demonstrate and talk to users about the services and to answer any questions. 
Workstations will be available for those who would like to try their hand at using these new 
Services. 


So whether you've got fifteen minutes or two hours to spare, there will be lots of information 
available to help you become a more informed user. Drop by and enjoy a cup of J ava (or cof- 
fee as itis also Known) and some light refreshments as you help us celebrate National 

M edical Library M onth. 


translate into the new EBMR database? 
According to Dr. David Sackett, a professor 
at the UK’s Centre for Evidence Based 
Medicine, from an editorial published in 
British Medical Journal, Jan. 13, 1996, 
“Evidence-based medicine is the con- 
scientious, explicit and judicious use of 
current best evidence in making deci- 
sions about the care of individual 
patients. The practice of evidence- 
based medicine means integrating indi- 
vidual clinical expertise with the best 
available external clinical evidence 
from systematic research.” 

Produced by Ovid's Clinical Information 
Products (CIP) division, EBMR integrates 
content from the Cochrane Collaboration’s 
Cochrane Database of Systematic 
Reviews and Best Evidence, which con- 
tains ACP Journal Club and Evidence Based 
Medicine from the 
ACP and BMJ 
Publishing Group. 

The Cochrane 
Database of 
Systematic Reviews Is a collection of updat- 
ed systematic reviews of the effects of 
health care, maintained by the Cochrane 
Collaboration. Using strict EBM criteria, 
authors of the Cochrane Database include or 
exclude data on the basis of minimizing 
bias. Meta-analyses are used to statistically 
combine findings of several studies each too 
Small to produce reliable results individually. 
Other databases in The Cochrane Library, 
such as the Database of Abstracts of 
Reviews of Effectiveness (DARE) and the 
Cochrane Controlled Trials Register (CCTR), 
are not available on EBMR. 

The Best Evidence database includes sys- 
tematic reviews from ACP Journal Club and 


THE 
COCHRANE 
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Evidence Based Medicine. Both data sets 
select original and review articles whose 
results are most likely to be both true and 
useful. These articles are summarized in 
“value-added” abstracts 
and commented on by 
clinical experts. Articles 
that warrant immediate attention by physi- 
cians attempting to keep pace with impor- 
tant advances in the treatment, prevention, 
diagnosis, cause, prognosis, or economics of 
the disorders managed by internists are 
emphasized. 





Database Features 

Ovid enhances the value of these resources 

by bringing them alive in Ovid’s trademark 

graphical user interface and using Ovid’s 
sophisticated search software. Features 
include: 

@ EBM limit in Medline, allowing users to 
restrict search results to articles which 
meet Evidence Based criteria 

M Links from Medline to Evidence-Based 
Medicine Reviews 

M Links from Evidence-Based Medicine 
Reviews to Ovid’s collection of full text 
journal articles 

mM Expert topic searches, allowing users to 
recreate the searches designed by 
member of the Cochrane Collaboration in 
order to get the latest Medline informa- 
tion on a topic. 


David Slawson, MD, from the Department of 
Family Medicine, remarked that “the EBMR 
database is a step in the right direction for 
the provision of evidence based information 
at the point of need. The creation of EBMR 
marks the advent of a new type of ‘expert’ 
system based on the accumulation of sys- 
tematic evidence as opposed to only experi- 
ential/ anecdotal information and carefully 
constructed to provide useful data for mak- 
ing decisions about the care of individual 
patients.” Evidence Based Medicine is sup- 


ported by healthcare institutions worldwide, 
including the American College of 
Physicians, the British Medical Association, 
the Cochrane Collaboration, and the U.S. 
Agency for Health Care Policy and Research. 

Dr. Slawson and Gabriel R. Rios, assistant 
director for information services, participat- 
ed in a Medical Library Association telecon- 
ference Evidence Based Health Care in 
Action on September 16, 1998. The confer- 
ence provided fundamental knowledge 
about the purpose, origin, and history of 
EBHC, demonstrated the actual practice and 
process of EBHC, and illustrated the roles 
that librarians are currently undertaking in 
the process. A videotape of the teleconfer- 
ence Is available at the Health Sciences 
Library Learning Resource Center. 


Based on information from Ovid Technologies 
http:/ / www.ovid.com. 





The Electronic Reference Desk 


The Electronic Reference Desk (ERD) is a newly created area on the Health Sciences Library 
Web site. The ERD offers quality filtered health-related information from the Internet, pack- 
aged in one of three different information tools - Web Resources Directory, General 
Reference and Pathfinders. All resources are carefully compiled and maintained by the 
Library's Information Services staff. This up-to-date and pre-packaged Information provides 
a “best of the Web” for health information and a significant time-saver for those who are 
using the Internet for research purposes. 


The following resources make up the Electronic Reference Desk: 


Web Resources Directory - offers over 200 Web resources divided into 16 subject cate- 
gories. Used primarily to identify organizational Web sites maintaining subject-based 
indexes or referral lists, guides, or organizational information that would be of interest, e.g., 
medical schools and government agencies. Categories include associations & societies, 
journals & publications, drug information, and other resources. 


General Reference - offers 26 categories mirroring the reference sections located behind 
the Library’s physical reference desk. Used primarily for “quick lookup” of information that Is 
of a factual nature. References categories include dictionaries, atlases, statistical sources, 
and other resources. 


Pathfinders - created to reflect core information resources available in a specific area of 
Study. Used primarily to find both Web resources and textbooks frequently used within the 
discipline. Pathfinders include genetics, evidenced-based medicine, AIDS, and other topics. 


Please visit the Electronic Reference Desk at http://w ww.hsc.virginia.edu/erd/ or for more 
information contact hsl-web@virginia.edu. 
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Building Blocks for the Library’s Future 
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What’s Happening 


ut on your hard hats and invest in 

some earplugs as you join the 

Health Sciences Library staff on a 
wild journey of expansion and renovation! 
The end result in the Year 2000 will be beau- 
tiful and efficient library space for your 
research, study and information needs, but 
the trip may be bumpy at times. We intend 
to keep you up-to-date every step of the 
way. Our goal is to keep essential services 
available at all times. You've just lived 
through the first stage - the replacement of 
our leak-prone roof. Here’s a quick preview 
of what’s next. For glimpses of floorplans 
and other information, visit our website 
at http:// www.med.virginia.edu/ 
hs-library/ admin/ building.html. 


And please feel free to contact me with any 
questions or concerns at 924-0187 or 
law 6z@virginia.edu. 

— Linda Watson, Director 


The renovation design is by the Baltimore 
architect firm of Ayers Saint Gross. Key 
features include developing the ground floor 
into useable space; reconfiguring space on 
the first and second floors; expanding the 
microcomputer lab and adding group study 
rooms; replacing the heating and air condi- 
tioning system; upgrading the telecommuni- 
cations networking; and redecorating with 
new carpet and comfortable furniture. The 
metamorphosis should take about 18 months 
once construction begins. 


ESTIMATED TIMETABLE 






Spring/Summer 
2000 


Winter/Spring | 
2000 Complete Project 


and Celebrate! 


Summer 1999 





W inter 1999 





Start construc- 
tion on Ground 


November/ 
December 1998 


Select contractor _ 
Minimal disrup- 


tion of services, 
periodic noise 


Start Renovation 
on First Floor 


Temporary relo- 
Floor cation of comput- 
er classrooms, 
Microcomputer 
Lab, book and 
audiovisual col- 
lections, 


Start Renovation 
on Second Floor 


Temporary reloca- 
tion of journals, 
photocopy room, 
Service desks 
(Circulation and 
Reference), public 
Workstations, and 
Staff offices. 


reduced number 
of workstations 
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Tools of the Trade 





Good News for Macintosh Users of Reference 
Manager and ProCite: ProCite for the Macintosh, 


version 4 
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he upcoming release of ProCite for 
the Macintosh, version 4, by 
Research Information Systems (RIS), 
the maker of Reference Manager and 
ProCite, is welcomed by many bibliographic 
manager users in the 
: ~, Macintosh community. 
| | 4%) The new release will con- 
WIS tain several enhancements 
and new features. Since 
Reference Manager for the 
Macintosh will no longer be developed, 
ProCite version 4 will be an upgrade for 
Reference Manager Macintosh users. The 
new release will convert Reference Manager 
databases into the ProCite format when 
opened for the first time. PowerPC Class 
computers are required to run ProCite ver- 
sion 4.0. Older versions of Reference 
Manager will continue to receive technical 
Support from RIS. 





Highlights: 


m Cite While You Write: This powerful 
tool lets users format their manuscript 
and generate bibliographies without hav- 
ing to leave the word processor to identi- 
fy references from multiple databases. 
The “Cite While You Write” feature is 
compatible with MS Word 98 and Word 6. 

@ Link to a PubMed record: Your brows- 
er may be launched from ProCite and a 
PubMed reference or the full-text of the 
article, if available, can be linked to your 
ProCite database. 

@ Ability to customize opening display: 
Users can select up to six fields to be dis- 


played and instantly sort a database by 
clicking on column headers or double 
click to reverse the sort. 

m@ “Groups:” Users can create “groups” to 
easily access subsets of records. 

m@ Compatibility with other databases: 
You can share databases with Reference 
Manager 8. Databases in Reference 
Manager or EndNote can be converted 
into the ProCite format easily. 


Learn how to use Reference 
Manager for Windows and ProCite 
for the Macintosh. 

The Claude Moore Health Sciences Library 
will offer workshops on using Reference 
Manager and ProCite on Thursday, 
November 19, 10:00 am - 12:00 

noon for Reference Manager for 
Windows, and 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

for Pro-Cite for the Macintosh. 
Everyone is welcome, regardless of 
previous experience with the pro- 
grams. Step-by-step instructions 

will help you learn to use the pro- 
gram. Experienced users will have an 
Opportunity to ask specific questions during 
the question and answer session at the end 
of the workshop. 


ProCite® 





For registration, call the Learning Resources 
Center at 924-5521. If you would like more 
information or a consultation, call Inhye 
(in-hay) Kim Son, Electronic Services 
Coordinator, or e-mail inhye@virginia.edu. | 
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Claude Moore 

Health Sciences Library 
Circulation......ccccccecee 924-5444 
Reference Desk......... 924-5591 
Learning Resources 
CONTEL.....ccccececeeeeeeeeeess 924-5521 
Administration........... 924-5464 


Library Hours: 

Mon-Thurs........ 7:30am -12am 

Bille [s)) eaeereerereee 7:30am - 7pm 

Saturday 9am - 7pm 
9am -12am 


Extended Hours: 

October 

Friday loth & Saturday 17th 
November 

Thursday 26th: Closed 
December 

Friday 11th & Saturday 12th 


Holiday Hours 

Dec. 23: 7:30am-7pm 

Dec. 24th & 25th: Closed 
Dec. 26th-31th: 7:30am-7pm 
Jan. 1: Closed 





Medical Center Computing 
Help DeSK........ccccceeees 924-5334 


ITC-Academic Computing Health 
Sciences 
Information.............8. 982-4025 


Information Technology & 
Communication 
Help DeSK.........ccccceees 924-3731 


Double Click 


People, events, and news in informatics 


The Health Sciences Library welcomes 
Gabriel R. Rios, grr4a@virginia.edu, as the 
new Assistant Director for Information 
Services. Gabe received his Masters Degree 
in Library and Information Science from the 
University of Texas at 
Austin and was most 
recently the Director 
of Information 
Services at the Area L 
Area Health Education 
Center (AHEC) in 
Rocky Mount, North 
Carolina. Gabe has 
extensive experience in teaching rural 
health practitioners, grant writing, informa- 
tion technology, and distance learning appli- 
cations. With this strong background he will 
move into the role of the Assistant Director 
for Information Services. Welcome, Gabe! 





The Graduate Programs Office in the 
School of Medicine has instituted a 
comprehensive calendar of upcoming bio- 
science seminars and events in the Health 
Sciences Center. For more information, 
point your web browser to the following 
URL - http:/ / www.med.virginia.edu/ 
ed-programs/ gpo.bioscisem.html. 





The American Medical Informatics 
Association (AMIA) hosts their Annual 
Symposium, “A Paradigm Shift in Health 
Care Information Systems: Clinical 
Infrastructures for the 21st Century,” in 
Orlando, Florida, November 7-11, 1998. The 
AMIA Annual Symposium presents the 
world’s premier scientific program on com- 
puter applications in medical care. 
Collectively, the applied informatics knowl- 
edge, field experience, and academic 
accomplishments of the presenters and 
attendees Is without peer. This year’s meet- 
ing will examine the impact of information 
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technology on the health care delivery 
process, particularly the growing impor- 
tance of the role of standardized patient 
descriptions in optimal care delivery, out- 
comes analyses, resource allocation, and 
continuous quality improvement. For 
information or online registration, check 
out their Web site at http:/ / www.amia. 
org/ f98main.htm. 
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